
 

2026 AABIP/AIPPD Mid-Year Advanced Bronchoscopy and 
Thoracoscopy Course for IP Fellows AGENDA 

Houston Methodist MITIE 
PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

 

Locations:​ ​ ​ Houston Methodist MITIE 
Pre-Course:​ ​ ​ Learners to review flipped-classroom videos on IP procedures 
​ ​ ​ ​ Faculty to review station objectives and faculty development video 
 
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 
8:00 am – 3:00 pm ​ ​ Equipment Set Up (Research Institute, MITIE Lab, 5th Floor) 
 
Thursday, January 29, 2026 
8:00 am – 3:00 pm ​ ​ Cadaver and Lab Prep (Research Institute, MITIE Lab, 5th Floor) 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm​ ​ Exhibitor Set Up (Research Institute, 2nd floor foyer) 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm ​ ​ Faculty and Fellows Pre-Course Dinner (Houston Marriott Medical Center) 
 
Friday, January 30, 2026 ​ Course Day 1: Cadaver Lab  
7:00 am – 7:30 am​ Coffee & Breakfast; Fellows Arrive and Register (Research Institute, 2nd fl foyer) 
7:30 am – 7:45 am​ Welcome – Course Chair and Co-Chairs (aud, 2nd fl)  
7:45 am – 8:15 am ​ Advanced Diagnostic Bronchoscopy: Image Integration with Robotics and 

Radiation Safety – Speakers: Drs. Sonali Sethi and George Cheng (aud, 2nd fl) 
8:15 am – 8:30 am ​ Transition to lab (MITIE Lab, 5th floor) 
 
Group 1 ​  
8:30 am – 11:30 am​ Cadaver lab: 4 stations – RAB (Monarch, Ion, Galaxy) & Illumisite with advanced 

imaging (mobile 3D fluoroscopy and digital tomosynthesis) 
11:30 am – 12:45 pm​ Lunch 
12:45 pm - 1:00 pm ​ Transition to lab 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm​ ​ Cadaver lab: Rigid Thoracoscopy Assessments / Education  
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm​ Cadaver lab: Rigid Thoracoscopy, Pleural Biopsies, and TPC Hands-On: 5 stations 

x 120 minutes each (no rotation)   
​ ​ Fellows will individually get pulled for RIGID-TASC assessment on 1  

cadaver 
 
Group 2  
8:30 am – 9:30 am​ ​ Cadaver lab: Rigid Thoracoscopy Assessments / Education 
9:30 am – 11:30 am​ Cadaver lab: Rigid Thoracoscopy, Pleural Biopsies, and TPC Hands-On: 5 stations 

x 120 minutes each (no rotation)   
​ ​ Fellows will individually get pulled for RIGID-TASC assessment on 1  

cadaver 
11:30 am – 12:45 pm​ Lunch 
12:45 pm - 1:00 pm ​ Transition to lab 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm​ Cadaver lab: 4 stations – RAB (Monarch, Ion, Galaxy) & Illumisite with advanced 

imaging (mobile 3D fluoroscopy and digital tomosynthesis) 
 
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm​ Visit Vendor Exhibits (2nd fl foyer) 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm​ Exhibitors takedown and reset to Rio Grande room for Day-2 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm​ Faculty and Fellows Welcome Dinner  

10 min: Welcome 
10 min: Fostering IP Community through Volunteering – AABIP/AIPPD  
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Saturday, January 31, 2026 ​ Course Day 2: Cadaver Lab and Small Group Sessions 
7:30 am – 8:00 am​ Coffee & breakfast; Fellows Arrive and Register (Rio Grande) 
8:00 am – 8:15 am​ President’s Address (Rio Grande) 
8:15 am ​ Transition into groups 1 and 2 (MITIE Lab, 5th floor) 
 
Group 1 
8:30 am – 9:00 am​ Cadaver lab (MITIE Lab, 5th floor): Serial Rigid Intubation x10 cadavers with 

gamification 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm​ ​ Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Stents (3 cadavers x 45 min)  

Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Ablative Therapy (3 cadavers x 45 min)  
Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Laser (2 cadavers x 45 min)  
Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Cryospray (2 cadavers x 45 min) 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm​ Lunch (Rio Grande) 
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm​ ​ Education session (supported by Olympus) x 90 minutes (Rio Grande) 
2:30 pm – 4:30 pm​ ​ The group splits into the following 2 sessions and rotate every 60 minutes 

o​ Photodynamic Therapy   
o​ Stent Selection and Design/ T-tubes  

 
Group 2 
8:30 am – 10:00 am​ ​ Education session (supported by Olympus) x 90 minutes (Rio Grande) 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm​ ​ The group splits into the following 2 sessions and rotate every 60 minutes 

o​ Photodynamic Therapy   
o​ Stent Selection and Design/ T-tubes 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm​ ​ Lunch (Rio Grande) 
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm​ Cadaver lab (MITIE Lab, 5th floor): Serial Rigid Intubation x10 cadavers with 

gamification 
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm​ ​ Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Stents (3 cadavers x 45 min)  

Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Ablative Therapy (3 cadavers x 45 min)  
Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Laser (2 cadavers x 45 min)  
Rigid Bronchoscopy/ Cryospray (2 cadavers x 45 min) 

4:30 pm – 4:45 pm​ ​ Announce Fellow Prizes/Adjourn (Rio Grande) 
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Abdul “AB” Alraiyes, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Rosalind Franklin University 

Julie Lin, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Sameer Avasarala, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 

Septimiu “Tim” Murgu, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Chicago 

Colleen Channick, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Warren Naselsky, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
Houston Methodist 

George Cheng, MD, PhD 
Professor of Medicine 
University of California, San Diego 

Darlene Nelson, MD, MHPE 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Science 

Ara Chrissian, MD, MS 
Director, Bronchoscopy and Interventional Pulmonology 
Loma Linda University Health 

Abesh Niroula, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 

Tarek Dammad, MD 
Academic Interventional Pulmonologist 
Houston Methodist Hospital 

Jasleen Pannu, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
The Ohio State University Medical Center 

Jose De Cardenas, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine and Surgery 
University of Michigan 

Pranjal Patel, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor 
Stanford University 

Labib Gilles Debiani, MD, MS 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Henry Ford Hospital 

Niral Patel, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
University of California, San Diego 

Laura Frye, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
University of Utah 

Bruce Sabbath, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Colin Gillespie, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
The Cleveland Clinic 

Ashutosh Sachdeva, MBBS, MBA 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 

Van Holden, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 

Audra Schwalk, MD, MBA 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

Pushan Jani, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
UTHealth Houston 

Sonali Sethi, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
The Cleveland Clinic 

Carla Lamb, MD 
Director of IP 
The Lahey Clinic 

Ellen Volker, MD, MSPH 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Virginia 
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